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FROM; AUKS. DATE of REPORTING! 29 Oct 1963. 

SUBJECT: SECURITY, a safe found open. 

Note : This report is being written upon Ell's order, in addition 
to my oral report made on 25 October. 

On Friday, October, 1 was five to ten minutes late In arrival to the office » 

Joe and Anatol were present when I arrived. I had a copy of the "Washington 

Post" with tae, and I gave it to Anatol, for a quick look. We two also talked 

for a few minutes about the news while Joe was washing his cup in the restroom. 

During our ts Iking ( arriv e^ other co-workers* including Jerry* 

Then I went to ay room, to start working* When starting to open the sate and 
making the normal first turn of the knob before starting the combination, 

I noticed that the knob was locked* 1 Immediately got the idea whether this 
was an occasional lockage which sometimes happen, or was the knob locked on 
the combination* So, vlthoud releasing the knob from this locking positions 
I turned It back and the safe opened, this means. It was not closed at all * 

I remembered that Anatol was In the office the night before when Margaret was 
making the routine check of the office* So I called Anatolf quietly over to 
toy room and explained to him the situations I and Margaret had signed for 
closing and checking the safe the night before, and now 1 found it open* 1 as- 
ked Anatol, who was the first to arrive in the office this morning? He said 

that Jerry wae the first* This means, that Jerry did not arrive When 1 was 

talking with Anattl, he was reentering the room after probably having had a 
breakfast in the cafeteria, like he often does after the arrival in the office. 

Anatol said that he was present when Margatet checked the safes the evening 
before* He even rechecked some of the safes, however, not this in Margaret's 
and mine cosmaon room* 

I told Anatol, that I could not swear that I turned the knob after I closed 
the safe on Thursday evening, I simply did not remember this motion which is 
quite automatic part of the closing procedure* He agreed not to report the 
case before Margaret would arrive and we could have asked her about her memo- 
ry of her actions of checking the safe* ( Margaret came later because of an 
appointment with her dentist, e« I understood.) 

A quiet look into the contents of the safe did not discover any traces on 
unauthorised entry into it or of missing papers or effects* 

After Margaret arrived, Anatol explained the situation to her, caking her 
quietly out for a cup of coffee. Later X discussed the case with Margaret. 

She, also, said not to be fully positive whether she turned the knob when 
checking the safe* 

Thereupon Margaret and I decided to report the case. 1 suggested that we re- 
port it to Christa as Ell's representative In his absence, because I thought 
that nothing seemed to be missing and it was still possible that ve two were 
not careful 1 enough wh*n closing or checking the safe. In this case no harm 
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Friday and after Ell had told Chrlota that he will not cose to tho office j 

at this day. While Margorct did not like the idea of reporting the caoe to 
Christa , so we agreed that Margaret call>Ell and aok^for an appointment this i 
seme day o This Margaret did, ao she told me. We were worrying becauee Ell j 
had oaid that he would not come* Wo wore very much re leaved when a little 
later Ell called back and said that he„ against his earlier plans, will come j 

over soon. 

This moulted in Margarets report to Eli and the ouboequent reports by me 
and by Ann to l* j 



The time of opening of the safe , inserted by me on Friday,, is not the exact 
time w hen I dlocovered the case. 1 wrote this time o Imply to conoeal the 
caoe from the co-workers. Practically 1 did not open the safe this morning - 
I found It open* 



Trying to reconstruct my actions when closing the safe on Thurodoy night, I 
still must say that 1 can not swear having released the knob and turned It | 

around ao 1 ohould have done. However, I feel that I did It, that I did it l | 

automatically, wlthour registering It in my mind, because it Is the main 
motion of closing the safe which 1 have been doing for more then ten years. I 

X was not in hurry* I closed the safe, went then to the restroom to wash my j 

coffee cup, and when returning, I bad still time to have one more look around | 

our room, vhereby I noticed that one of the windows was still a little ajar ! 

and 1 closed it* Then 1 aoked in general terms for advice whether to take 
my plastic raincoat with mo or to leave It in the office. I decided to take it 
with me, and 1 left, Margaret and Anatoly otlll remaining there, finishing 
the checking of the rooms* On my way out 1 went once more to the restroom. 
There 1 got an other tjbught about Che raincoat and I went back to the office, 
to leave It there* Margaret and Anatol were Just leaving the office* 1 hur- 
ried in, threw my raincoat in the typewriter's compartment of my desk, and 
rushed out again, to join Margaret and Anatol. I think, I even explained to 
them why I left the raincoat behind: 1 was going to have a meeting with a j 

friend, and I could easily forget later the coat at my friend's place where-*to j 

we were aiming for the supper and a talk* | 

l met nrjJ friend at 1715 h op the corner of Penns and 16th Street, and 1 remalnoi 
ned with hiia up to one o’clock A.M. (approximately) , when he gave me a lift i 
home • j 



I waa late in the office on Friday morning because of this prolonged stay at 
my friend. Because of this 1 had to prepare my things for a trip to Hew York 
in the morning before going to work, and I missed my regular bus to the 
office. 



I planned to leave the office on Prldoy after but a few hours of work, taking j 
compensatory time off. Becauoe of this case with the safe I postponed my de- ^ ] 
parture until I hod made my report to Eli, and Eli repeated the concentment | 
about my taking time off on Monday, 28th Oct. 



